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Sumerian Clay Cuneiform Tablet from Umma about Women
Harvesting Barley (1913.14.0897)

46x4x16cm(31Qq)

Small clay square cuneiform tablet with rounded edges. Front
of the tablet has various characters pressed into the clay.

Clay Cuneiform Tablet: Hymn of King Lipit-Ishtar
(1913.14.1464)
10.3x6.2x2.8cm (185 q)

Old Babylonian Clay Cuneiform Tablet of King Sin-iddinam
-~ f of Larsa (1913.14.0001)
= f 7x48x25cm(799)

Summerian Clay Cuneiform Tablet from Umma about Making
Sl a2 Canal Bed and Digqing a Field (1913.14.0522)

WA 45x4x14cm(25Q)

4 Small clay square cuneiform tablet with rounded edges. Front
of the tablet has various characters pressed into the clay.
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Basic Information
Artifact |dentification

Classification

Visual Description

ArtistMaker
Geographic Location
Period/Date

Culture

Locality/Archaeological
Site

Artifact Record Details

Sumerian Clay Cuneiform Tablet from Umma about
Women Harvesting Barley (1913.14.0997)

Communications Artifacts : Documentary Artifact : Tablet,
Inscribed

Small clay square cuneiform tablet with rounded edges.
Front of the tablet has various characters pressed into
the clay.

None

Asia, West, Iraq

Urlll - Umma, ca. 2130 — 2006 BCE
Sumerian
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The Edgar J. Banks Collection
of Sumerian and Babylonian Clay Tablets

This collection of approximately 1,750 inscribed tablets
from ancient sites of Umma and Drehem in Mesopotamia
(modern Iraq) dates from the Third Dynasty of Ur in the
21st and 20th centuries BCE to the Neo-Babylonian and
early Persian periods (ca. 625-520 BCE).

These tablets came to the Spurlock Museum through a
series of purchases between 1913 and 1918 from Edgar J.
Banks. A graduate of Harvard and the University of Breslau
in Germany, Banks went to Baghdad in 1898 as American
Consul and soon began excavations at Bismya, ancient
Adab, in Iraq. Banks proceeded to deal in antiquities,
purchasing many pieces from locals, and was responsible
for the distribution of over 11,000 tablets to universities,
museums, libraries, and seminaries throughout the United
States.
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Boat Rental Receipt A

Uruk, Babylonia, modern Iraq

540 BCE, 15th year of King Nabu-Na'id's reign
Neo-Babylonian Period (606-539 BCE)
1913.14.1652

The collection includes texts written in both the Sumerian
and the Akkadian languages. The script, called cuneiform,
is the earliest writing system in the world. The symbols
were made by impressing triangular-shaped wedges into
wet clay tablets.

Most of the tablets are administrative texts, including
government receipts and contracts, but there are also
some literary and historical works, as well as medical and
school texts. They provide a fascinating glimpse into
everyday life in the distant past.




Spurlock Museum Virtual Tour: Africa and the Middle East
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Learning to Read and Write

Scribes attended school to learn to read and write.
Their training required long hours of practice,
memorizing the signs and copying texts modeled
by the teacher. The round Mesopotamian school
tablet on exhibit shows a proverb written on one
side by the teacher and the other by the student. It
reads, “In the town of the lazy, the lame one is their
courier.”

School Text on a Cuneiform Disc
Babylonia, modern Iraq, 2nd millennium BCE.
Earthenware.

Edgar J. Banks Collection
1913.14.1741

Copynght 2001-20086 Spurock Museum, University of llinois All Rights Reserved. Email Us

« Back to Cunelform




MoMA

". |' 'A Y..c ..' et ™ v-' ...~4:,——0 '.">'. )

23

Detmls

IPhone Screenshols

Free .

Kaoleny
LINKS
fr e Today a1 MoMA > Browse by Floor )
Pick 2 Day ) Select Audio by Number )

Exhibitions

o~

Specia Exhibitions o U




Access to Information



) C:\Documents and Settings' jkaczmar\My Documents\MuseumPaper 59738.xml - Microsoft Internet Explorer

| Ble Edk Yew Favorkes Jooks Hep -

- <record xmins="http://www.openarchives.org/0Al/1.1/0AIl_ListRecords">
- <header>
<identifier>oai:spurlock:cultural: 59738 </identifier>
<datestamp>2001-11-15</datestamp>
</header>
- <metadata>
- <dc xsiischemalocation="http://purl.org/dc/elements/1.1/
http://www.openarchives.org/OAl/1.1/dc.xsd"
xmins:xsi="http://www.w3.0rg/2001/XMLSchema-instance"
xmins="http://purl.org/dc/elements/1.1/">
<type>cultural</type>
<type>physical object</type>
<type>original</type>
<title>Cloth Fragment</title>
<subject>Unclassifiable Artifacts : Artifact Remnant : Cloth Fragment</subject>
<format>24.6 x 16.3 x .1 cm (14 g)</format>
<coverage>German</coverage>
<coverage>Europe, West</coverage>
<coverage>Germany</coverage>
<date>Early 20th c. CE</date>
<description>Materials: Textile--Linen</description>
<description>Manufacturing Process: Weaving--Machine, Printing</description>
<description>Munsell Color ID: Dark Greenish Blue (7.5B 3/4) -Background. Yellowish Gray (5Y
8.5/2) -Bird.</description>
<description>Rectangular white linen fragment with floral and animal designs on printed
turquoise background. </description>
<rights>Spurlock Museum, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign</rights>
<publisher>Spurlock Museum, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign</publisher>
<identifier>1925.07.0044</identifier>
<identifier=http://www.spurlock.uiuc.edu/Lasso.acgi?[ database ] = artifacts&[ layout]
=cgidetails&[ filename ] =search/details.html&[ op ] =eq&accession%
20number=1925.07.0044&[search]</identifier>
</dc>
</metadata>
</record>
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Artwork of the Day
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The Mikmaid, Johannes Vermeer, € 660
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The Commons
Heldp us catalog the world’s pubdic photo arcliives
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